Pigeon breeder's lung in childhood: is family screening necessary?
In this paper, we report on clinical and laboratory findings of pigeon breeder's lung (PBL) in a mother and her 2 children: 2 with the chronic recurrent form, and 1 with the chronic insidious form without any symptoms or signs, who was diagnosed during family screening. The index case was diagnosed as having primary pulmonary hypertension on admission. However, on evaluation, the diagnosis was of pigeon breeder's lung in the index case and her symptomatic mother. High-resolution computerized tomography (HRCT) revealed interstitial lung disease in an asymptomatic sister of the index case. All cases responded to steroid treatment, and at the end of the third month, HRCT findings disappeared. In conclusion, in patients with acute respiratory symptoms and rapidly recovering pulmonary hypertension after hospitalization, PBL should be remembered. All family members of the index case should be screened by HRCT in terms of interstitial lung disease, even if they are asymptomatic.